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of her intentions. When the time approached for renewing
the Triple Alliance, Italy complained that she had gained
nothing as a result of the treaty. Bismarck replied bluntly,
but truly, that the Alliance was made to secure the peace
of Europe and not to win new conquests for its members.
When Italy hinted that she wanted promises of wider sup-
port given her as the price of her renewal, Bismarck at first
told her flatly that she could renew it as it stood without
modifications, or she could leave it and drop out. But
later, in 1887, when Franco-German relations were strained,
and Italy intimated that she would shift to the side of
France if her desires were not heeded, Bismarck changed
his mind. He was willing to recognize Italian ambitions
in North Africa and even put pressure upon Austria to
accept the principle that Italy had the right to share with
Austria in the decision of the future fate of the Balkans,
the Ottoman coasts, and the islands in the Adriatic and
Aegean Seas.44
Austrian policy in the Balkans, after 1906; similarly
attempted to make use of the Alliance for aggressive rather
than peaceful purposes. But the details of this later perver-
sion of the originally defensive character of the Triple
Alliance cannot be discussed here. They do not alter the
fact that Bismarck in no sense intended to use the Triple
Alliance for aggressive action by Germany against France.
For him it always remained, as it had been in its origin,
a defensive treaty. Unfortunately it was not easy to con-
vince the French of this. As its terms were secret, the
French not unnaturally suspected that it constituted a
menace to themselves. This suspicion was strengthened by
44 Arts. I-IV of the separate Italo-German renewal treaty of Feb.
20, 1887; and Art. I of the Austro-Italian renewal treaty of the same date,
which was embodied as the famous "Art. VII" of the last renewal treaty
of Dec. &, 1912, Cf. Pribram I, 44 ff. 103, and passim; GP., IV, 179-260.
For the text of these articles and the other concessions eventually made
to Italy, see Arts. VI-XI of the 1912 renewal treaty in the Appendix below.